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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ

L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƴƻǿ ς
exhausted after finally getting my place but excited 
(if a little anxious) about what might be in store. 
Believe me, you have some of the best years of your 
life ahead of you.

Life as a medic is like no other. It will challenge you 
to go beyond what you thought were your limits, as 
ȅƻǳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦ 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ Řƻ ǊŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
and experience unique aspects of life and death. 
!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ aŜŘƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ōǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ άǿƻǊƪ 
ƘŀǊŘΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ƘŀǊŘέ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ

From this point on, things will never be the same 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǿŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΧǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƻƻƪΩ ŀǘ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴƴȅΩǎ ŦŜŜǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ƎƻƭŘŦƛǎƘΦ 
.ǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛǎ 
trusting you with their life and health, or that of their 
ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻōƭŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǘ ŀƴ 
excellent university, in a great city ςenjoy being a 
part of it!

So welcome to Leeds Medical School! Your home for the next 5 years as you take 
this major step forward in your life. Getting into medical school is a great 
achievement that you will always be proud of!

Ian Butler

MSRC President

(& 3rd Year Medical Student)



Medical Students Representative Council

What IsMSRC?
The Medical Students RepresentativeCouncil (MSRC)is run by the
students,for the students.

MSRCis the voiceof the student body. We providea link betweenthe
MedicalSchooland the students,and ensurethat you get the most out
of your time at LeedsMedicalSchool.

We will listen to your views,queriesandconcernsabout the course. We
have friendly, approachablestudent reps in each year who you can
contactabout any problems. Theserepswill offer adviceand liaisewith
the peoplewho cansort out yourproblemsandput changeinto action.

HowCanI ContactMSRC?

YourStudentRepswill be madeknownto youandyouwill be giventheir
emailaddress,sothey will beeasyto contact.

You can also send us an email, our email address is
msrc.leeds@gmail.com. We will be happyto hear from you and we will
respondassoonaspossible.

Want to Get Involved?

MRSCis a greatgroupto be involvedin. It givesyou the opportunity to
get involvedwith the medicalschool,meet a friendly bunch of medics
from eachyeargroupandlooksgreaton the CV! Keepa lookout for the
electionfor first yearrepsin October!

For more information visit our website: 
www.msrc.leedsmedics.org.uk

http://msrc.leedsmedics.org.uk/index.html


A Few Faces You Might Want to Know Next 
Year

These lovely people will 
probably be of most use to 
you next year!  They make 
up about half of the MSRC 
committee.

Email- we love to hear from you, the students ,with ideas or concerns or just 
ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ:
msrc.leeds@gmail.com

The MSRC website is a really useful site providing minutes, recent news, 
current action plans etc.  There is also a comprehensive list of learning 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άMCQsōȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέΦ 
www.msrc.leedsmedics.org.uk

We can be emailed using the codes 
ōŜƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ  ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅΧ

@leeds.ac.uk



ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
153rd person to say "Welcome to Leeds!" to 
you. I think it's safe to say that today marks a 

fundamental change in your lives. Look 
around. You're used to being the clever ones 

at the top of the class - the bad news is 
everyone you see can make the same claim. 
The really bad news is WE KNOW and we set 

our assessments accordingly!

ά¢ƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
course without problems, which is wonderful. 
A few will decide that medicine isn't for them, 
which is sad but inevitable. This message is for 
the others - a minority, but a sizeable minority 

- who will have problems: Come and talk to 
us. The staff in Learning & Teaching are 

friendly and approachable. The Academic Sub 
Deans are always willing to see you.

άYour personal tutor is a great source of 
support. But come and talk to us, and sooner 

rather than later. We can't solve every 
problem, but we will help where we canΦέ

! ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΧ

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ [ŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ άƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ 
ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎέ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǇŀƴƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ MBChBStudy Guide 
with photos, names and contact details all included.

9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴ άŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳō ŘŜŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ȅƻǳǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
Dr Pat Harkin.  If you have issues with the course, need to take time off for 
family or health reasons or want to apply for mitigating circumstances 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƴΗ

Dr. Patrick J R Harkin 
Academic Sub Dean for 

Phase 1 

P.J.R.Harkin@leeds.ac.uk



Termlymodules Continuous 
modules

Biomedical Sciences SSC  1.1

Christmas holidays

Transport SSC 1.2 I+P PPD

Easter holidays

Nutrition and Energy SSC 1.3

Introduction to medicine

Theprospectof learninghow to be a doctor may seema dauntingone, but
ŘƻƴΩǘworry, the modulesand teachingare designedto help you along the
way.

Studying an integratedcoursemeansthat someconceptsthat may initially
haveproveddifficult will be revisitedandbecomemoreclinicallyrelevant.

LearningmedicineƛǎƴΩǘlike studyingfor A Levelsagain. Thinkof it moreasjob
training. Everythingyou learn at medicalschoolshouldbe useful to you asa
doctor.

Hereisa rundownof what to expectoverthe followingyearΧΧ.

Personal Professional Development (PPD)
PPD runs throughout the year and is really all about communication.  It helps 
develop your interpersonal skills, interviewing techniques and working in teams.



Term 1: Biomedical Sciences (BMS) 
Learn the basic scientific concepts underlying the working of 
the human body ςwith teaching from world-leaders in their 
field & doctors for a clinical perspective. Complex concepts but 
once you conquer this module you will know a lot ςand this 
knowledge will give you a deeper understanding of clinical 
medicine. An in-course exam will follow this ICU after the 
Christmas holidays.  Something to keep you occupied during 
those 4 weeks of freedom!

Term 2: Transport 
Examine the mechanisms behind the cardiovascular, respiratory 
and renal systems, their anatomy and how they commonly go 
wrong - in lectures, small group work and full-body dissection.. 
Things become much more clinical and more interesting! Make 
ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ƻǊ ŀ 
hangover! 
This finishes with a spot test (see next page) and an in course 
exam before Easter, followed by 4 weeks of freedom!

Individuals and Populations (I&P)
In the first year you will learn about psycho-social aspects of the 
individual, studying elements of psychology and sociology, such as 
sleep, learning and memory. I&P then continues into the second 
year where you will learn about the epidemiology of specific 
diseases and examine the demographics of the population today. 
I&P is assessed throughout the year in coursework and finally in the 
Integrated exam (see next page).

Student Selected Components (SSCs)
In every year, you complete a number of chosen modules, which include projects 
such as essays, lab based projects, theatre based projects, films and questionnaires. 
These can be on a variety of scientific and non scientific projects such as 
ΨLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9/DǎΣΩ ΨaŜŘƛŎŀƭ LǘŀƭƛŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨaŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŀΩ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ 
others. Just hand in your preferred choices and cross your fingers for a good project.

Term 3:  Nutrition and Energy
During this module you will study the anatomy and physiology of the digestive tract. 
Whilst  attending twice-weekly work sessions and tutorials, you will again be in the 
dissecting room,  preparing for your second anatomy spot test, 



Assessments
Integrated
As well as module exams that you would do for most ICUs, 
here you complete an Integrated exam at the end of each 
year. This exam runs over a day and covers the relevant 
science modules for the year (I&P, BMS, Transport and 
N&E  in first year). The morning questions are MCQs
(Multiple Choice Questions) and the afternoon questions 
are EMQs(Extended Match Questions), where there are 
more options per question.

Spot Tests
From the second term of first year, you will start full 
body dissection, beginning with the transport module 
(Cardio, Respiratory and Renal) followed by N&E (the GI 
tract). You will have exams at the end of the second and 
third term. For spot tests, you will travel around stations 
and you will have 100 seconds to complete a 3 part 
question all related to an organ, X- ray or histology slice 
etc.

OSCEs(Objective Structured Clinical Examination)
From third year onwards, you have OSCEsat the end of each 
year that assess your clinical skills (for example history 
taking, measuring blood pressure, injection technique and 
reflexes) and like with spot tests, you have a number of 
timed stations and move between each.

Slide show exams
At the end of fourth and fifth year you will have a 
computerised slide show and you will have to answer 
questions on each image (for example ςwhat condition 
would present with this rash?). However, these are years 
away so no point in worrying just yet �•


