Minutes of MSRC meeting 25/09/08
1. Apologies
Apologies on behalf of Sheona Harper, Brian McMillan, Dave Cook and Alice Magniac were noted.
2. Freshers related news and events

Freshers’ reception was noted to have gone well. It was also requested that all those available please go to Courtyard on Monday night to help generally in an MSRC roll. Amy will be bouncing. It was undecided whether a Freshers non-alcoholic/halal/vegen/make trade fair event would be held this year on the basis that the previous year’s inaugural event of such a type was not deemed a great success.
3. Curriculum 2010 

The focus group which met last academic year to represent student views regarding the Curriculum Review in 2010, shall meet again in this coming academic cycle and it is planned Dr. Fuller shall additionally be in attendance.

4.Website and Notice-board
Suggestions regarding additions and amendments to the MSRC website were requested from the floor resulting in a discussion concerning advertising, book reviews, a calendar, a notice-board and the inclusion of a sophisticated ‘comments and complaints’ filter system on the website. Further discussions shall be held on the subject of the website upon the return and the presence of Brian however a generally positive consensus was tangible regarding the topics discussed above.

It was noted that a new genuine, material notice-board has been acquired and plans to decorate it were made. 
5. Student’s Common Room at St. James’ Clinical Science Building (CSB)

The positive steps taken in the production of a students’ common room at the CSB, in light of some supposed problems concerning students populating the café in the CSB, were discussed. It appears a common room with lockers, a water fountain, chairs, tables and lights (as suggested by Paul) should soon be opened. Any further requests for additions to the furniture or amenities in the room should please be mentioned at subsequent meetings. 

6. 3rd Year OSCE complaints

Feedback regarding the 3rd Year OSCE infers a trend of disappointment concerning grades achieved among some students. A more transparent marking criteria was also requested

7. 4th Year complaints regarding course administration

A general complaint was lodged on behalf of a significant number in fourth year, namely and generally if not exclusively from those in the Group C, regarding the allocation of two weeks holiday among the three 4th Year Groups: A,B,C. The varying dates of a two-week holiday decreed for those in fourth year depending upon their group, has been seen as potentially providing an unfair advantage in the form of an extra two weeks revision to one group alone. The complaint was noted and shall be reviewed at subsequent meetings, in light of a petition currently being circulated. 
8. New library
The matter of the new library and its mixed reception among the student populous was raised. Renovation work had been conducted over the summer vacation with a view to presenting a better Health Science library facility for all whom access it. Further thoughts, comments and complaints were requested from students.
9. Any other business
MSRC’s role regarding helping students establish their academic record and receive information concerning their academic progress was raised; further discussion shall be had on whether MSRC should expand their role in this field or whether it is beyond MSRC’s remit, with an appreciation borne in mind that any distinct change in role would necessitate a change of constitution
Re-imbursement for travel expenses, the inadequacy of it and the absence of petrol allowance was raised and plans to discuss the matter with the appropriate administrative figures within the Medical School was made.
